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Q & A with Mrs. Allen
Catherine L. & Audrey A.

Q. Do you like third grade or do  

you think another grade is 

better for you?

A. Third grade is perfect for me!

Q. Do some of your students still  

act like second graders? 

A. Yes, but they are improving 

each day. I’m proud of them! 

Q. How many years have you 

been teaching third grade?

A. Thirty-one years.

Q. Do you have any kids? If so, 

what are their names?

A. Yes, John and Kathryn.

Q. What inspired you to teach?

A.    I love children! 
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Interview with Mrs. Johnson 
By Jillian Palumbo & Audrey A.

How many years have you been teaching in general?
27 years. 

How do you expect third graders to behave?
Like third graders, wiggly but can sit still for 20 minutes.

Do you enjoy third grade or do you think another grade is better for you? 
I enjoy third graders but would also like to teach fifth  grade social studies. 

Do you think your students still act like second graders? 
Sometimes at the beginning of the year. J

Do you think school days should be longer?
No!!! We need two recesses a day to get all the energy out.

What inspired you to teach?
My mother and grandmother were both teachers. 



Interview with Mrs. Sutton 
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By Janey W. & Catherine L.

How many years have you 
been teaching?

Five years. 

Have you always been a 
fifth grade teacher?

Yes!

What do you see yourself 
doing in ten years?

Teaching, hopefully in 
middle school. 

Is it hard teaching 5th

grade?

There are challenges, but I 
love 5th graders.

Do you have a child?  If so, 
what is his or her name?

Yes.  Whit.  He is two years 
old. 

What inspired you to teach?

My 7th grade teacher, Mr. 
Wagoner. 

Why do you teach 5th

grade?

Dr. Culbreath had an 
opening in fifth grade. I am 
so glad she hired me for 
this grade level. 



If you want to know what’s going on in 
Music, look no further. Kindergarten will 
be focusing on learning the self-control 
dance and using instruments to play along 
with the dance. First Grade is learning 
about high and low notes and the musical 
staff. Second Grade is learning about 
piano and forte and learning how to use 
the music textbook. Third Grade is 
focusing on half notes and half rests. They 
are looking at 
supercalifragilisticexpialadocious in their 
book. Fourth Grade is working on 
preparing for the Patriotic Performance 
and looking at the half notes and half rests 
in the music. Fifth Grade is learning the 
rig-a-jig-jig dance. That’s it for Music at 
Austin! 8

Music to Our Ears! 

By Caroline M. & Loren D.



Interview with Mrs. McClellan
By Jillian P. & Audrey A.

When did you start teaching journalism?

This is my first attempt. Mrs. Jones and Ms. Gardner of 

Triple A were nice enough to give me the opportunity. 

What is your experience learning about journalism?

I took a journalism class in high school and was 

hooked. I was on the staff of my high school 

newspaper, I contributed articles to the newspaper at 

my university, and I worked for the campus radio 

station. I wrote movie reviews for my community 

weekly newspaper.  My first job after graduating 

was as a copy writer  for a radio station in San 

Diego. It was fun and fast-paced, but did not pay 

well, unfortunately. Apparently, I’m not good at 

anything that’s lucrative. J

When did you start getting interested in journalism:

I was an avid reader as a child and in high school I 

discovered periodicals. I was a  music and movie fan 

so I began reading everything I could about those 

subjects in magazines like Rolling Stone , The New 

Yorker, Esquire, and many other magazines that are 

now defunct. I also read a local San Diego weekly 

paper called the The Reader. I enjoyed reading 

books about news gathering, about the importance of 

investigative journalism, and New Journalism, as well. 

Do you think Austin should teach journalism?

Austin students learn to write narratives, opinion pieces, 

informative essays, and poetry, among other genres. This 

is the foundation for the writing that they will do in 

middle school and beyond. Journalism could be taught 

as an extra-curricular course but only for those students 

who have a genuine interest in it. It gives kids an 

opportunity to be creative, to collaborate,  communicate, 

and think critically. The First Amendment and the role of 

a free press in a democracy are things that student 

journalists come to appreciate. 

If someone were to ask you to join a journalism team, 

would you?

That’s a good question! I would love to join a journalism 

team, although I think I’m a bit rusty. I doubt a journalism 

team would pick me. J

Can you explain journalism to us?

I’ll try. It’s investigating, gathering, and verifying 

information and then creating news stories, features, 

editorials, cartoons, photographs, et cetera. Those 

articles are then disseminated through the media.. News 

answers the following: Who, What, Where, When, Why, 

and How? It is fact-based and written in the inverted 

pyramid style. 
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Ten Ocean 

Creature Facts
By Keegan R. & Lydia B. 

1. Many bony fish have more than just one set of 

nostrils. The nostrils of a fish also don’t open into the 

back of the mouth, and are not, therefore, for 

breathing.

2. Not all hermit crabs use discarded seashells as their 

portable shelters. In the Sea of Cortez some hermit 

crabs use living, growing Hydrocoral and others.

3. Sharks are covered with little teeth called dermal 

denticals. That’s why their skin feels like sandpaper.

4. Damselfish are farmers growing little algae gardens. 

The next time they attack, you’ll know that they are just 

saying,”Stay off my land, ya hear!”

5. Moray Eels open and close their mouth, not as an 

aggressive behavior, but as part of their respiration 

process. They’re just breathing!

6.. At night Parrot fish enclose themselves in a bubble of 

own mucus to avoid being smelled by predators.

7. Nudibranchs can absorb Dematocysts (stinging cells) 

from the prey they eat and later use them as part of 

their defensive system.

8. Boxfish do not have a conventional bony skeleton 

like most vertebrate. They literally have a bone box 

that only the eyes, mouth, and fins stick out of.

9.. Many species of fish are hermaphrodites. They will 

start their lives as females and then if a male is 

needed the lead female will become a male.

1

0. Barnacles are actually Crustaceans related to crabs 

and lobsters.
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Wonder Woman 
By Keegan B. 

I think you should watch Wonder Woman because it’s action 
packed, all about girl power, and it’s about history in Ancient 
Greece. 
The first reason you should watch Wonder Woman is because it’s 
rating is four stars, and if it’s four stars, then it should be good.
One reason I really like the movie Wonder Woman is because it’s 
so amazing. If you’ve seen this movie, you know what I’m talking 
about. The other reason you should watch this movie is because it 
is really interesting and it also talks about the World War II, that 
Germany was winning because they had a lot of soldiers on their 
side. The other reason they were winning is because they had a 
scientist that they called Professor Poison who made deadly 
weapons to win the War. 

11



Harry Potter and the 

Prisoner of Azkaban –

a Review by Jayen S. & Muk,und K.

12

Hello, Jayen and Mukund here and we’re going to tell you about the 
third book in the Harry Potter series called “Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban.” It all starts off when Aunt Marge is talking  to 
Harry and – kaboom! - she blows up. Harry runs away and sees a 
dog but a bus comes and picks him up and takes him to Diagon
Alley. Then he gets on the train to Hogwarts when a ghost-like 
creature appears. Lupin saves him and then they go to divination 
class and Professor Trawlaney faints. The grim, she says. Sirius 
Black is in Hogwarts! They take care of magical creatures where 
they meat Buckbeak, who almost kills Malfoy. Spoiler Alert: The 
grim takes them into the whomping willow were  they meet Sirius 
Black and Peter Pettigrew. When Lupin transforms into a werewolf, 
they get away but the Dementors take Sirius to the castle. 
Fortunately, Harry and Hermione go back in time and save 
Buckbeak and Sirius.

Review: ***** Excellent!



By Michael N. & Matthew Z.

At 6:00 PM we went to find wood. Mr. 
Jay had a map of the woods so we 
didn’t get lost. A hour later we had a 
ton of wood.
“Let’s go back to camp,” Sally 
exclaimed.
But suddenly Mr. Jay tripped and fell! 
“Oops!” Soon he was picking up the 
the wood back up.
Rustle, Rustle! There was a strange 
sound in a bush!
“Mr. Jay can we go over there to 
investigate that sound?” Sally asked.
“Yes you may, meet me here in 10 
minutes and don’t do far!” He 
answered.
Soon we reached where the sound 
came from. But nothing was there! 
We decided to go a little further out 
into the woods. It was a bit damp 
here. Soon Bill’s watch said 10 
minutes had passed.

My Version of the 

Story of Sleepy Hollow
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It was the cool morning of 
October 30th. I, Chris Blare, was so 
excited about Halloween that I 
couldn’t even admire my Fruit 
Loops.

At school, my teacher told me 
that tomorrow would be going 
camping as a class in the nearby 
woods. Then, at recess, a funny boy 
named Bill said to me, “I can’t 
believe we are going to camp in the 
woods of the Headless Horseman!” 
“Who’s that?” I immediately asked. 
“The headless horse rider who 
comes at out exactly at 12:00 AM 
every night to haunt the forest we 
are going to camp at!” he replied. 

The second I heard that, fear 
struck me! We were going to camp 
in the woods of a super evil demon 
on Halloween night? This was bad. 
Really bad. Just then, the bell 
rang. I was worried the rest of the 
day. I wished that I hadn’t talked 
to Bill.

The next day my class got on 
the bus at 4:00 PM. We were going 
camping in the forest. I was so, so 
scared! Soon we were there. We 
quickly set up the tents.
“Chris, Bill, and Sally, please go out 
to get some wood for the fireplace 
with Mr. Jay,” my teacher Mrs. 
Alvaratto said.



Sally took the lead but she couldn't seem to find the way back. I soon 
decided to take the lead. By now 30 minutes had already passed.
With my great memory we found the way back to the meeting spot. We looked 
around but Mr. Jay wasn’t there! 

“Mr. Jay, where are you?” Bill shouted after we couldn’t find him.
I was starting to panic. First, we were going to the woods of The Headless 
Horseman and now this?! I was freaking out.
Suddenly, Sally blurted, “I think I heard Mr. Jay Shouting our names!”
“Really?” Bill and I both asked at the same time. “Where did it come from?”
“Over there,” she replied pointing west. She quickly started walking.
My worries became smaller but it wasn’t for long. We just couldn’t find him! I 
started to want to scream.

One, two, three hours passed all spent searching for Mr. Jay. We were 
exhausted, so we decided to rest. Now it was 11:13 PM way past my bedtime! 
At first I was scared to sleep but I was too tired to stop from falling.
About 3 minutes before midnight Bill awoke me. “Psst, Chris, do you hear 
that? I think a horse is coming near!” he informed.

My Story of Sleepy Hollow 

(       …continued
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“Do you think it’s the-” He cut me 
off from saying it with a quiet nod.
Bill quietly awoke Sally as I found a 
hiding spot. I settled for a tight spot 
between some bushes. It was, tight but 
served as a good hiding spot with a 
peephole. As we gathered together, Bill 
mumbled that in one minute it would 
be 12:00. That totally freaked Sally 
out.



My Story of Sleepy Hollow

Continued… 

Now I could hear the horse. Bill must have had super sonic hearing or what 
because at first I couldn’t hear that horse. A second later I made out a jack-
o-lantern in the riders left hand. It looked so creepy! As his purple, ripped 
cloak waved in the air he put on his head and let out a savage cackle, “Ha, 
Ha, Ha”
Just then, Bill mumbled something that it was Halloween now!
The Headless Horseman laughed again and cried, “Now it is finally 
Halloween!” He threw his head back and cackled once more.
That was all Sally could take. Scared and hopeless she opened her mouth to 
let out an ear piercing scream, “Ahhh!”
Before we could start running he looked at us and let out an evil grin. 
Faster than you can say, “The Headless Horseman hates happy hares.” 
three times he was in front of us looming over Bill, Sally, and me. Now that 
I had a closer look I could see that his horse was an extinct species of 
horses with long, elegant legs that could outrun me, Sally, and even Bill!
I really thought it was all doom in my life left, but then, I felt like I was 
going into another dimension! Suddenly, I woke up in my bed sitting in a 
pool of sweat. I had been dreaming this whole time! But I promise I would 
never forget this dream!

The End!
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Happy Halloween!
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